
Dear Grade 1 Parents,  

I am eager to begin our Virtual Learning journey together! Over these past several weeks, I have 

been working hard to create an effective plan to deliver core curriculum lessons that are hands-on, 

engaging, and effective for all students. My hope is that through the information provided here, 

along with the supplies gathered in the green bag and my daily updates/video lessons that the 

transition to Virtual Learning will be as smooth as possible. Please read through the important 

information in the sections below. 

 

Platforms  

Seesaw: This will be the primary means of lesson instruction, assignment of work and attendance 

tracking. Each day, I will be uploading 1-2 videos containing a daily message, a mini lesson or an 

instructional video for a hands-on activity/experiment. I ask that these videos be viewed by noon 

each day; tracking views on my daily update will count as attendance for the day. These daily videos 

will not only help me to deliver information for lessons, but also help me to remind students of 

classroom routines that will continue to be implemented during Virtual Learning to recreate a new 

version of the schedule we practiced at school.  

In addition to my daily video, a document containing instructions for the day’s activities will also be 

uploaded. For activities that are to be “handed in,” an assignment folder will be created with a due 

date. The due date will often be 3-4 days in the future and “handing in” will mean taking a picture 

of the completed activity using a cell phone or ipad and uploading it to the assignment folder. 

(Please note: not all activities will need to be handed in; my daily video and lesson instructions will 

clearly state which activities are “hand in” activities).  

 

Link: https://web.seesaw.me/ 

 

RAZ Kids: Continuing to practice reading daily and building effective reading skills is imperative 

at this stage so I have enrolled every student in RAZ Kids, an online reading fluency and reading 

comprehension tool. As public libraries and bookstores are closed, obtaining appropriately leveled 

reading material for your children is probably near impossible at this time! Once logged in (using 

the unique username and password included in your green bag), you will notice that your child's 

account has a variety of levelled fiction and non-fiction books assigned to them. As with our Home 

Reading book choices in the classroom, your child can choose whichever book looks most 

interesting to them. This resource allows your child to read the book or have the book read to them 

and at the end of the story, your child will answer several comprehension questions. Each time your 

child reads a story and/or answers comprehension questions, they will receive incentive points 

which they can use to decorate their avatar. The best part? All the results are sent to me so I can 

stay updated on your child’s reading progress and adjust the difficulty of their book choices, if 

needed. The other best part? RAZ Kids also offers a recording feature in which students can record 

their voice while reading and submit it to me periodically! As you can imagine, I will be receiving 

many notifications from this resource so I ask that you only submit each story to me once; this 

means if your child does not get a perfect score on their first try when answering the 

comprehension questions, please do not try it numerous times as I will be notified each time. 

https://web.seesaw.me/


Please note that students with accounts from Mrs. Mouro will remain active but I will not be able to 

receive notifications from those accounts. 

 

Link: https://www.raz-kids.com/ (use the Kids Login button) 

 

**The aforementioned platforms and online tools allow teacher-student communication, however, 

student-student communication is not possible and students will not be able to see other uploads 

or start chats with each other** 

Attendance 

As mentioned earlier, attendance will be tracked daily through Seesaw. I will be checking the views 

on my daily video at noon to track which student accounts have viewed the video. 

 

Communication 

As always, I will be available through email to answer any questions or concerns. Please email me 

at my SMES email, dignan@stmatthewselementary.ca with any inquiries. To cut down on the 

variety of platforms parents will need to stay connected to, our class Remind will NOT remain 

active beginning April 14, 2020 so any messages sent there will not be monitored and may not be 

returned in a timely manner.  

This will be a big transition for students and families (and me!) so I will be making myself available 

for live chat sessions on Monday to Wednesday between 10am-11am. Mondays will be for families 

with last names beginning with A-D, Tuesdays will be for families E-N and Wednesday will be for 

families O-Y. This schedule is flexible and may change based on need, any update to my live chat 

frequency or times will be sent as an announcement on Seesaw. I will also be available for 1-to-1 

chat sessions, if needed; please email me to set up an appointment. Unfortunately, Seesaw does not 

include a live chat feature, so live chats will be held using Zoom. This is an online video chat 

platform that can accomodate 1-to-1 or large group live chats. Please note that this is not a platform 

geared specifically for teachers so all accounts have the same privileges meaning students can start 

chats with each other; please always monitor your child when online and please have an adult 

present during all live chat sessions. To sign up for a Zoom account, parents may use their own 

email address or students can use their SMES email, please email me if you would like their email 

information. 

 

Link: https://zoom.us/ (sign up for a free account) 

During live chat sessions, click Join a Meeting and enter my meeting code: 837 709 017 

 

Supplies 

During my lesson planning, I tried to be cognizant of the availability of supplies at home. For most 

lessons, all materials have been gathered in advance and added to the green bag. All extra pencils, 

glue sticks and whiteboard markers were added to your child’s pencil case so please use these 

sparingly. All login codes have been included in the green bag, every code is unique so another 

student's code will not work for your child; if you lose any login codes, please contact me as I have a 

master list :)  

https://www.raz-kids.com/
mailto:dignan@stmatthewselementary.ca
https://zoom.us/


The only materials that have not been included in the green bag are scissors for cutting activities, a 

pencil sharpener and the clear plastic bag your child used as their homework bag (this will be 

repurposed). I do have plans to do Virtual Learning experiments, which I will be giving the option 

for you to participate in at home, however, most experiments use common household items.  

Lastly, families who have applied to borrow technology from the school will need to login to their 

device. Each student has an assigned SMES email and password that unlocks the devices on our 

school network. This information has not been added to the green bag (the login tags are very small 

and would easily get lost/torn in the bag), if you require this information, please email me.  

 

To conclude, please keep in mind that this is unknown territory for us all and these next few weeks 

may have some bumps in the road, as we all begin this new ‘normal.’ Our first week or so will focus 

on review topics and rebuilding the structure and routine students are accustomed to in the 

classroom so we can all be as successful as possible. Having said that, I am anticipating that not 

everything will run smooth at the start. To prepare for our first lesson next week, feel free to peruse 

and organize the materials in the green bag. Items can remain in the green bag or be set up in the 

area of your home where learning will take place. Everything has a purpose, so please do not use 

any materials until you have all the instructions. Have a wonderfully blessed and healthy Easter 

with your families. My first video has already been uploaded to Seesaw so look in your green bag to 

find your unique login code to watch my first video update! 

 

God Bless,  

Mrs. Dignan 


