
Meet the Teacher Live Chat Q&A 
Will the kids seating be rotated? 
Yes, each month the students will be rotated and be seated next to new classmates. Feel free to 
contact me if your child has vision issues and needs preferred seating. 
 
What is the best way to contact Mrs. Dignan? 
For all families, contact me via private message on Remind, via email at 
dignan@stmatthewselementary.ca or by phone at 604-589-7545 between 8am-3:30pm (aside from 
teaching hours). 
 
Do students leave their gym runners at school? 
Yes, runners will stay in our cubbies at school. Please contact me if you would like to have your child’s 
runners sent home on the weekend. 
 
Will there be a folder system for papers/notices being sent home? 
Yes, we will have a clear folder that will be used beginning in Term 2. For now, all notices will be sent 
inside the lunchbox and most will also be sent digitally via the Remind app. 
 
When do the school supplies need to be returned by? 
For students currently receiving in-class instruction, please return the supplies and green bag ASAP. 
For students on the transition program, the green bag and supplies will be kept at school until your 
child begins receiving in-class instruction.  
 
Will the students have homework? 
During Term 1, we will start with Kindergarten review concepts especially numbers and alphabet. We 
will also have a Spelling program which focuses on common sight words that can be practiced at 
home. Home Reading will not begin as a homework item until Term 2. 
 
Are Recess and Lunch staggered? 
Yes, Kindergarten, Grades 1, 6 and 7 will have Recess and Lunch together. The outside area is also 
split into quadrants (one per grade at a time). The quadrants are: Big Toy/Gaga Ball Pit, Parking Lot, 
Grass Area A and Grass Area B. Classes will rotate through the quadrants throughout the week. 
 
Should Mrs. Dignan be emailed when a student is sick? 
Yes, please include both myself and the office in your absentee email so everyone is aware of your 
child’s absence.  
 
Will be have Buddies this year? 
At this time, we will not have Buddies. Classes are not permitted to mix but if the rules change, we will 
begin Buddies. 
 
Will there be Masses and Assemblies? 
Masses and Assemblies will still occur, but will be live streamed, pre-recorded or recited over the PA 
system and viewed in each individual classroom. Currently, parents are not able to attend Masses or 
Assemblies as we would like to minimize outside visitors. If these rules change, you will be notified. 
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How can forgotten items be dropped off? 
To minimize visitors, please do not bring forgotten items to the school office. Students with no lunch 
will be given extra snacks at lunchtime. If you think your child will need extra clothes (pants, shirts, 
socks, underwear), please send those to school in a labelled bag. We will be practicing West Coast 
Recesses, so students will go outside during slightly wet days so please dress for the weather! 
 
Do Library Books need to be sanitized? 
COVID-19 has not been shown to carry on paper well so book are considered safe, but if the outside 
of the book is laminated, you can sanitize the plastic layer to ensure safety (plastic covered books 
only, not paperback books). This is not mandatory though.  
 
Will Music be occurring this year? 
Yes, Grade 1 has Music every Monday morning. Mrs. Fawcett will be coming to the classroom for 
Music for the first 2 weeks and then will resume teaching Music class in the Library for the remainder 
of the year. Musical instruments/tools will only be allowed for use by 1 class at a time before having a 
quarantine period (weekend). 
 
What are the main themes for Term 1? 
We will start with Kindergarten review of alphabet and numbers 
LA: printing, letter sounds, sight words (spelling), concepts of print/pre-reading skills, 
grammar/punctuation 
Math: patterning and number concepts (counting and skip counting) 
Christian Education: theme (Walk with Jesus, our living hope), liturgical calendar/parts of the mass, 
prayers 
Science: states of matter 
Socials: local environment (land forms, weather, clouds) 
French: numbers 0-20 (perhaps to 30 and perhaps some Kindergarten catch-up) 
Career and ADST will be integrated 
 
When will learning packages for students in the Transition program be available? 
Packages will begin the week of September 22 (further information and solid dates for this will be sent 
out next week). Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this or specific questions 
about the program that are not answered in next week’s email. 
 
What is the mask protocol? 
Students in the elementary age range are not mandated to wear masks but if you would like your child 
to wear one, that wish will be respected. If your child finds their mask uncomfortable, I will encourage 
them to adjust it and provide reminders during the day so it is worn properly, however, I will not force 
any student to wear a mask. 
 
What is the protocol when a student has a cough? 
Students will be “quarantined” in the sick room and will need to be picked up asap. Students can 
return to school when symptoms subside or COVID-19 has been 100% ruled out. 
 



Will students have temperature checks each day? 
The school will not check temperatures but parents should be doing a self-check and assess their 
child’s health each morning before coming to school. If any symptoms of cold, influenza or COVID-19 
are present, please refrain from coming to school and update the school about your child’s absence. 
 
Will parents be notified if students are sent home? 
Parents will not be notified every time a student is sent home. If a case of COVID-19 is confirmed 
within the school community, the BCCDC will be contacted and will conduct an investigation on the 
matter and recommend the next steps (which could include notifying the school community, extra 
sanitizing or shutting down). 
 
Are students allowed to bring food on the playground? 
No food will be allowed on the playground due to safety protocols in place. Hand washing or sanitizing 
must be done before and after eating/handling food to minimize the spread of germs. If students do 
not finish their snack before Recess, students will hand wash/sanitize after returning to the classroom 
and finish their snack at their desk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


